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Marine tourism can lead destinations toward 
carbon neutrality and climate resilience

The 2.3 million annual tourists to Puerto Rico can drive the transition towards net zero tourism 
operations and support the regeneration of coastal ecosystems.

Tourism is responsible for 8% of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions. The sector’s emissions could increase by 152% 
by 2035.

Small island developing states are disproportionately vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, and tourism intensifies 
their carbon footprint. 

Destination leaders can set themselves apart as tourism recovers by creating a virtuous cycle of evaluation, emissions 
reduction, engagement, energy innovation, and ecosystem conservation.

This leads to broader benefits for climate resilience, ecosystem health, destination appeal, and local livelihoods.
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Palau 

A small island destination’s journey to carbon 
neutrality

Carbon footprinting of tourism industry

Linking local food producers to the tourism value chain and 
empowering women

Developing an innovative technology to channel climate 
financing towards the protection of blue carbon ecosystems 

Engaging the tourism industry and visitors in climate-friendly 
practices 
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This pioneering model can 
transform the future of tourism. 
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If every tourist to Puerto Rico  
offset their carbon footprint, it 
would generate USD 34 million 
for the conservation of blue 
carbon ecosystems.  
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CEO
Global Sustainable Tourism 
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Leisure Cruising the Seven Seas

Ship operations – what happens on the ship

Shore excursions –what happens off the ship

Port facilities: infrastructure and policies
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Cruises, Ports, Policies, Behaviors

The ship in a port
- Shore excursions for the client
- Preferred contracting of land transport and tour providers
- Port facilities

- Shoreside power
- Sewage treatment?

- Regional or province or national approach
- EU regulations
- Alaska conservation efforts
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Increasing Demand & Capacity
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Tourism accounts for 10.4% of global GDP – but it’s 
much higher for island nations
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